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tu what war hi* disappointment when ire visited Jeru- 
salem, except one short sentence whist has tiosn pre- 
served, in ral'erence to the' uselessposs of pilgrimages to 
the Holy CHy. But Jerome, fottuaattly, has teft us a 
graphic picture of the condition or Jerusalem, in the very 
year in which the Gallic presbyter visited it as a pilgrim. 
** Soldiert and harlots, mimics and buffoons, and every- 
thing else thnt-swarms in other,ciiies, smarms here. It is 
full of all sorts of pjople, and yon are so annoyed by mul- 
titudes of both senses, that .what you may escape elsewhere 
you are compelled to endure here."' Who can wonder, 
then, that Vigiiantius was first disappointed, and after- 
wards disgusted, at Jerusalem, and that he learned to 
detest the thought of pilgrimages on the spot which he 
saw to be polluted by vice, in its- grossest and most re- 
volting form? 

We have seen reason to infer that Vigiiantius quit- 
ted Bethlehem with his opinion of Jerome somewhat 
Shaken. " He went away hastily ," said Jerome ; 
" and his stay was so short that it was only a passing 
visit.'' Up to this time nothing bad appeared injuri- 
ous to the character of Vigiiantius; on the contrary, 
he was spoken of by Jerome in terms of respect " If 
they did not part on good terms," writes Tillemont, " I 
do not see how Jerome could speak of him as if he was 
a 'holy priest.' "J It is uncertain whither Vigiiantius 
first directed his steps after leaving Palestine; but 
there is no doubt that he visited Egypt, and then em- 
barked for Italy. From Nola, after leaving his letters 
for Paulinus, he made an overland journey to his own 
country at the foot of the Pyrenees, on the Gallic side 
of the mountains ; and his route lay through the Coltian 
Alps, which separate Italy from Dauphioe and Pro- 
vence.* The valleys on each side of this vast barrier 
between Gaul and Italy, comprising the country about 
Briancon and Embrun on the western, and Fenestrelle, 
Pignerol, and Angrognaon the eastern side, have been 
the strongholds of the Waldenees, and of those who 
opposed themselves to corrupt doctrines in favour at 
Rome, from very early times, before the term Waldenses 
came into use. 

The fact of Vigiiantius having passed through this 
district on his way to bis own ciuntry at the foot of the 
Pyrenees has been advanced in evidence of some con- 
nection between him and the ancestors of the people 
who, in these secluded valleys, still protest against cleri- 
cal vows, relic worship, and other similar errors. If 
this were a solitary link in the chain, by which it has 
been sought to bind together the history of Vigiiantius 
with that of the Protestants of Dauphine and Piedmon', 
it would scarcely be worth notice. But other links 
have been produced, both by Protestant and Roman 
Catholic writers ; and though we cannotnowstop todwell 
on them, it is interesting to know, that, even at that re- 
mote time, there was a race of penple in those wild and 
sequestered regions opposed to those ascetic austerities 
by which, in later age?, the whole system of the western 
Church was so fatally corrupted. 

Vigiiantius remained quietly in his own country for 
many month* after his return from Palestine, and de- 
voted himself to sacred stuiks. About the close of the 
fourth century (for we cannot be quite certain as to the 
year) lie published a treatise, criticisiug the opinions of 
Jerome on the questions relating to Origen, which at 
that time were the subject of warm disputes in the 
Church. Jerome could not forgive the boldness of this 
attack. From thenceforward he appears as the open 
and avowed enemy of Vigjhintius. 

The latter, for some time, afforded him no pretextorex- 
cusefor attacking him. Had Vinilantius been really an 
offender against the morality or the essential doctrines of 
Christianity, Jerome would easily have been able to crush 
him at once. But even Baronius, with a'l his hostility, is 
obliged to make this striking admission, that Vigitan- 
tius, up to the time he avowed his repugnance to the 
veneration of relics, was regarded as a holy man. Not 
one instance of immorality or heresy is adduced during 
the six years that intervened between the libel (as it 
was called) of Vigiiantius against Jerome, and the 
treatise which he then wrote against the prevailing 
superstitions. 

What the precise character of this work was, we do not 
poss-ess the means of ascertaining, as the work has un- 
fortunately not come down to our time : we can only 
gather its import from the nature of the attacks that 
were, made on it. It afforded Jerome, however, the pre- 
text which he seems to have long looked for. In 
two letters, one addressed to his correspondent Riparius, 
and th<! second written 'at the request of Riparius and 
Desiderius, he exerted all his great powers of sarcasm and 
invective, in order to crush the Gallic Reformer and the 
opinions which he advocated. 

We are prevented, by want of space, from inserting 
these letters, although some portions of I hern are of consi- 
derable interest, from the light they cast on the state of 
the Western Church at that time. It i3 evident, indeed, 

'"In urbe ce'.eberrima in qua curia, in qra aula railitnm, in qua 
sccrta, miin\ scurrce. et omiiU su> t, qn« sol nt in cucteris urblbus, 
&e."— Ilier. Kpist. ad Paul 13, torn, iv., ii. t p. 515. 

I Vide Tillemonf, Mem. Eccl. vol. lit., p . 195. 

k We learn this fact o-. the authority of Jerome, who, In the year 
40i, wiotc thus to Riparius : " He (Vigiiantius) clamoured against 
roe, ' 1-ter Atttire fluctus, C-jitiiq*:e regis alpes.""— Vide TUteuwnt, 
ton. xii.i p. lys. 



that the opioiflBB advocated by Jarome respecting saassHind I 
rslic worship, although, as ^e edkeeive^ deviating widely 
from the pure doctrine of holy Sfriptun), do not Of any 
means go to the dangerous acid esjtravagsjat lengths, which 
the Churdrof Rome has since arrived- St.- Thus-, ftr in- 
stancei the fallowing passage in. Jerome's. letter to Ripa- 
rius has sadly perplexed the modern advocates' of saint 
worship : " We do not worship nor adors the angels, nor the 
archangels, nor the cherubim, nor the serapliim, nor a»y 
name that is named, not enly in this world, but also in that 
which is to came jlest we serve the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed for ever."' It seems rather difficult 
to reconcile these words' of Jerome, with the decree of the 
Council of Trent, which teaches '' that it is si good and 
useful thing sappliantly to invoke the taints, and to take 
refuge in their prayers, their aid, and their assistance'' m 
Jerome, as we. have seen, expressly repudiates the thought 
of adoring, that is, of praying to beatified spirits, be they 
angels or martyrs. The Church of Rome has decided that 
the saints are to be invoked is prayer. And this differ- 
ence is the more remarkable, because in the very letter 
from which the above extract is taken, Jerome censured 
Vigiiantius in the strongest terms for pointing oat an 
abuse that was certain to lead to saint worship. 

It is truly painful, however, to any calm and impar- 
tial reader of these letters to see the sad exhibition of 
angry and uncharitable passion which they present. 
Neither age, nor religious principle, nor regard for 
the commonest courtesies of life, could restrain Jerome 
from indulging in the coarsest abuse of his antagonist ; 
and no person who wishes to look upon him with respect, 
for the great services which his literary labours have 
rendered to the Church, can avoid a deep feeling of 
sorrow and regret when his eye rests on the following j 
passage at the opening of the second letter : — | 

" Many sorts of monsters have been born in this world, j 
We read in Isaiah of centaurs and satyrs, owls and . 
dragons. Job in mystic language describes the leviathan 
! and the behemoth. The fables of the poets tell of 
! Cerberus and the Stymphalidae, of the Erymanthian ' 
! boar and the Nemean lion, of the chimsera and the 
! many-headed hydra. Virgil describes Cacus. Spain 
I gave birth to the three-formed Geryon. Gaul alone has 
had no monsters, but has always abounded in the 
bravest and most eloquent of men. Suddenly arose 
: ' Vigiiantius."" 

i We doubt if the whole compass of ancient or modern ' 
t literature affords a more sitigular specimen of angry 
vituperation than the above extract presents to us. The 
; writer evidently sat down to his work resolved to hurl 
against the devoted object of his wrath all the abusive 
: epithets that liis fertile imagination could suggest, and 
to overwhelm him among the ruins. He seems to have 
searched deep in the gloomy recesses of his capacious 
mind for every horrible fiction of mythology, every 
monstrous image of Scripture, every frightful and ex- 
travagant imagination of poetry, in order to come forth 
•■ at last with the tremendous asseveration that Vigiiantius 
was more monstrous and more horrible than them all. 

There is some excuse for a speaker in a public assembly, 
who, when attacked by ridicule and sarcasm, gives way 
to the irritation of the mpment, and endeavours to de- 
fend himself with the same weapons by which he has 
bten assailed. Such, however, were not the circumstan- 
ces under which the passage which we have just quoted 
was composed. It was written in the stillness of night," 
in a hermit's cell at Bethlehem, within a stone's throw 
, of the spot where our blessed Lord was born, and where 
the angels proclaimed to the shepherds the heavenly 
; message of "Peace on earth, good will towards men." 
I Moreover, at the time we speak of, Jerome had attained the 
i advanced age of three score and fifteen years. Great as 
j were his attainments in learning, profound as were his 
l abilities, matured as was bis experience, his language on 
, this occasion proves how little progress he had made in 
i that Christian charity which " suffireth long and is 
kind." We scarcely know of any passage which more 
aptly exemplifies the truth of the Apostle's warning re- 
specting the evils of an unbridled tongue : — " Behold how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth. And the tongue 
is a fire, a world of iniquity ; so is the tongue among 
our members, that it detileth the whole body, and set- 
teth on fire the course of nature, aud it is set on fire of 
hell" (James iii. 6). 

We will not weary the patience of our readers by 
going through the various arguments, or attempts at 
ar gumen t , by which Jerome en deavours to meet the ob- 

1 Nos autem nnn Angelo*, non Arch^ngclo-j, non Cherubim, DG* 
Syiuphlm, et omne nwnrn qiuu nomloatur et in present! Keculo et in 
futuro, collmus et adorirous ; lie serviamus creature potiua quara 
Cr-atori, qui est benedictus iu sodcula.''— Hler. Oper. torn. iv.. ii.. p. 
•iU, Ed. Keu. 

m Bonunt atque utile esse supplicitcr saactos iovocare, et ad eoram 
orationes, opem, aaxilium confrere. — Leer. Cone. Trid. Sess. xxv. 

n M'.itta In orbe raoiistra generata sutit. Centauros et Sirenas, 
ulnUs e: onocroi&los in Isa:a lecimas. Job leviathan et behemoth 
mysiico sermone describit. Cerberum et Styraphalidas, aprumque 
Erimauthinm et leonem Nemojum, chinueranj atque hydram multornra 
capitnm uarrant fabulrc poetarum. Cacam describit VifRilius. Tri- 
formimi Gerycmera Hispanise prodlderunt. Sola Gallia monstra non 
babul', ped viris semper fortibus et eioquentisslmis abundavit. Exortus 
estsnbito Viffilamius.— Uieron. Opera., torn, iv., pars it, p. 2s0, fid. 
Ben. Paris 17uS. 

° This is the author's own accoubt of the matter. " I have dictated 
these obser rations at the request of the holy presbyters, during the 
study of a single uigbt (uaius noetic lucubratfcme)."— Hier. at suprs. 




ns made by Vigtiswtitu against the monastic sys- 
vid ssint and relic worship — abjections derived for 
ost part from the wvrd of God, in which thsftGallic 
■yter jjroves himself to have bs»n deeply coniersant. 
•jUbjfet* have already been frequently discussed 
in our pages ; and our limits warn us that we must con- 
clude. 

The result of Jawome's attempt to silence and crush 
Vigiiantius, fey slandering him, and calling for his 
destruction, is not exactly known ; for, in fact, Jerome's 
treatise against him is the last contemporaneous histori- 
cal notice extant, and his fate is involved in mystery. 
Whether he was banished from Aquitain, by Exuperius, 
Bishop of Tholouse, and ended his days in peace as a 
preacher of the Gospel at Barealoaa,* according to on* .. 
account ; or whether, as some writers think, he perished 
in that formidable invasion of the .barbarians from 
Germany which, as Gibbon says, burst about that time, 
over the provinces of Gaul, is now only matter £or con- 
jecture. The latter is, perhaps, the most probable, 
according to Dr. Gilly. " Most likely," lie writes, 
" Vigiiantius perished about the year 469, in the first 
irruption of the northern invaders, when they passed 
from Gaul to Spain. In that massacre, unsparing of age, 
or sex, or sanctity, the fierce barbarians swept young 
and old, clergy and laity, into one indiscriminate grave, 
and put an end to the warning voice of ' the presbyter 
Vigiiantius, the Protestant of his age.'" , 

But did the effects of his protest survive Vigiiantius? 
Was there any perpetuation of the principles for which 
he lifted up his voice ? If these principles were in ac- 
cordance with the everlasting truth or God's revealed 
word, beyond all doubt the seed which he sowed did 
fall on some ground which retained and reproduced it. 
The bare fact that Jerome had recourse to expedients of 
falsehood and oppression, ta silence a witness of such 
humble pretensions as the presbyter of an obscure parish 
at the' foot Of the Pyrenees, is of itself a sign that the 
cause of the calumniator was bad, and that of the calum- 
niated was good. We know tha^ St. Augustine himself 
would have taken a more active pari in exposing the 
abuses and the idolatrous tendency of saint and relic 
worship, had he not been deterred by the fear of stirring 
up evil and angry passions. " I dare not," said he, " con- 
demn many practices of this sort more freely, because I 
must take care not to excite scandal in some persons 
who are holy, and in others who are turbulent." And be 
adds, in words which it is to be wished that the Church 
of Rome had borne more constantly in mind, "The saints 
are to be honoured by imitating them, not adored under 
pretext of religion."' We know also that the Council of 
Carthage would have condemned more emphatically the 
evils consequent upon the exhumation iind consecration 
of the relics of the martyrs, if there had not been an ap- 

Srehension of popular tumults arising out of the pro- 
ibition of these practices. None had courage to resist 
the increasing mischief, but men who, like the Gallic 
presbyter, were especially strengthened by God to do so. 
The loud voice of error, however, is always more popu- 
lar than the still voice of truth. Under obloquy and 
clamour Vigiiantius sunk ; but it does not, therefore, 
follow that his teaching fell to the ground void and 
none effect. " Cast thy bread upon the waters," saith 
the wise king of o'i, " and thou shalt find it after many 
days" (Eccles. xi. 1). 



ST. CYPRIAN AND HI8 OPINIONS. 
We undertook in a recent number to establish out of 
St. Cyprian's works that his views were utterly at variance 
with the doctrines of the present Church of Rome on the 
subject of the Papal supremacy. We now proceed to 
give some extracts in addition to those already given 
from Cyprian's writings, to establish the truth of our 
assertions. To render unambiguous what we profess to 
prove, we repeat the statement of it verbalist from our 
August number (supra, p. 94) : — 

" Our summary is this — that St. Cyprian believed that 
all canonically elected and consecrated Bishops, wherever 
situate, who were recognked by the Church at large as 
so appointed, exercised an authority independent of each 
other, and were irresponsible to any power except 
their divine Lord Him3clf, or a provincial Synod. 
That this episcopal college o.vud each other reciprocal, 
advice and assistance, and were bound to maintain the 
unity of the Church of which they were the joint and 
concurrent guardians and defenders. That no oue Bishop 
had the power of dictating to or governing other 
Bishops, nor was there any power of appealing from 
the decisions of provincial or metropolitical Synods to 
any foreign authority, at Rome or elsewhere. That it 
was quite as much his (Cyprian's) duty and office, as 
Bishop of Carthage, to counsel and remonstrate with the 
Bishop of Rome as it waa tlie duty and office of the 
Bishop ef Borne to counsel and remonstrate with him, 

9 This is ttie account given by Genoadius. " In Hispania Barci- 
Boaeattepsrochife icclcslam tennit"— Gennsd. Cat Scrip. Eccl. 35. 

*"Tt»e presbyter Yigilantins, the Protestant of his age, firmly, 
though taeffecuu ly, withstood the superstition of monks, relic 1 *, saints 
nut*, &c; for which Jerome compares him to the Hydra, CerLerns, the' 
Centaurs, Ac, and considers him only as the organ of the flteaion."— . 
GiVbon, note to ah&p. xxviii. 

. r •' Hon )i audi er,o sunt propter iroiutionem, uou auoranili propter 
reli£io.icui. ' 
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the Bishop of Carthage. That it was quite as possible 
that the Bishop of Home should be excluded from the 
communion of the rest Oi the universal Church or 
episcopate as that he, the Bishop of Carthage, or any 
other Bishop, should he so excommunicated. That all 
Bishops were the successors of St. Peter and the other 
Apostles, and vica- sof Christ upon earth, as well as the 
Bishop of Rome, ana that if any question arose, as to 
which different opinions prevailed among the episcopate 
or sacerdotal college, that question could alone be settled 
by a general Synod or council of Bishops, and not by 
the Bishop of Rome, as a supreme and living infallible 
head of the Church." 

We shall begin with the case of Fortunatus and Feli- 
cissimus, which one of our correspondents relies on as 
proving a right of appeal to Borne ; whereas, like nearly 
the whole of the instances adduced by modern Roman- 
ists from early times in support of the alleged power of 
Borne to hear appeals, we shall find it to have been 
nothing but a factious and abortive attempt on the part 
of certain criminals and schismatics to obtain by any 
means the semblance of a reversal of the just sentences 
of their lawful ordinaries and provincial synods. The 
history of the matter is simple, and a brief account of it 
will enable our readers the more easily to understand 
and appreciate St. Cyprian's letters. We shall, therefore, 
begin by giving a short epitome of it. 

A man named Felicissimus, at Carth ige, had long been 
an enemy of Cyprian's, and was originally opposed to his 
election as Bishop of that See. During the temporary 
retirement of Cyprian in the commencement of the 
Decian persecution, when popular clamour called for his 
being " thrown to the lions," Felicissimus managed sur- 
reptitiously to obtain ordination without St. Cyprian's 
knowledge, and commenced forthwith a factious oppo- 
sition against him, taking advantage of the dissatisfaction 
of the lapsed, whose immediate return to communion 
without going through the usual course of public penance 
(except in cases of sickness and imminent death) St. 
Cyprian had strenuously opposed. Cyprian thereupon 
excommunicated Felicissimus and several others also 
who had joined him, and warned his people in a special 
epistle (adplebem, No. xl., Ben. Ed. ; No. 43, Oxford Ed.) 
not to join these " rebels against their Bishop ;" " wolves 
who would separate the sheep from their shepherd ;" 
adding that those who did so would not be suffered to 
return to the Church, or communicate with the Bishops 
and people of Christ. Felicissimus, however, was not 
»o easily put down, and having been joined by one Pri- 
vatus (who^had been condemned at Latnbesa,in Numidia, 
for heresy, by a Synod of ninety Bishops) and several 
others — Felix, Maximus, Jovinus, and Repostus— who 
had lapsed in the late persecution, they determined on con- 
stituting in the Church of Carthage an episcopal head to 
their schismatical body ; and having fixed on Fortuna- 
tus, a presbyter, who had also taken part with Felicissi- 
mus in his schism, they got five Numidian Bishops, who 
had been themselves excommunicated (and whom thev 
falsely boasted as twenty-five), to assist at his ordination. 
They next attempted to get him (Fortunatus) recognized 
as Bishop of Carthage in opposition to Cyprian, and 
Felicissimus and some others were thereupon despatched 
to Rome with letters from Carthage, to endeavour to o-et 
Fortunatus acknowledged in that principal Churoh°as 
the lawful Bishop. Cornelius at first utterly rejected the 
claims of these impudent pretenders; but when they re- 
peated the lies they had forged at Carthage, and gave 
out that the number of Bishops assisting at the ordination 
of Fortunatus was not five, but twenty-five, and threat- 
ened to read the letters they had brought with them in 
public, if they were not received by Cornelius, and spread 
many scandalous reports, Cornelius was so far moved by 
their threats, that his determination was for a time 
shaken, and he seems to have written a letter to Cyprian, 
which called forth the spirited reply, to some extracts 
from which we shall now call the attention of our readers. 
So far from dealing with the Bishop of Rome as the 
supreme judge of such matters, and one who had a right 
to entertain appeals from Carthage, Cyprian rates his 
brother Cornelius roundly for his pusillanimity, and 
places on record for ever his protest and that of the 
African Church against any right of appeal to Rome ; 
and that it will be seen, in the very passage in which 
he recognizes Rome as a (or the) principal Church (and 
if the integrity of the passage can be relied on, which we 
shall not here stop to dispute), calls it the See of Peter, 
from which the unity of the priesthood took its rise. 1 

Let our readers judge whether the language be that 
of a subordinate to his supreme head or of an acknow- 
ledged equal. (Epis. 55, Ben. Ed. 5i», to Pope Cornelius.) 
" I must confess, dear brother, that I was much sur- 
prised at reading your second letter, to find by it that 
you had been staggered at the threats and menaces of 
those messengers who were sent from hence to you, in- 
timating (as you tell me they did). i n a desperate man- 
ner, that if you would not receive the letters they brought 
with them they would get them read in public, and, 
together with them, would produce many scandalous 
stones fit for no mouths but their own to utter. Now 
my dear brother, if the case be so that we must be in- 
tiinidated by the confidence of w icked men, and what 

* We have already made same observations upon this paisare to 
which our readers are referred P. 106, supra. per, tili. ' 



they cannot obtain by right and reason they shall be 
allowed to accomplish by mere dint of impudence and 
audacity, there is an end at once of episcopal authority, 
and of that sublime and heavenly power wherewith the 
Church is governed ; nor, indeed, could Christianity 
itself endure, or exist, if things are to come to this pass, 
that we should fear the snares and menaces of such 
profligate wretches. For the Jews and Gentiles and 
heretics, and, indeed, all persons whom the devil besets, 
thus daily spread their venomed rage with furious voice. 
Nevertheless, we must not therefore yield to their threats, 
nor is the enemy therefore greater than Christ because 
his pretensions are so great, and he assumes so much to 
himself in the affairs of the world. The power of our 
faith, dearest brother, ought to remain in us immovable, 
and steadfast and unshaken against all the incursions 
and force of the roaring waves, as a rock opposed to them 
would by its strength and vastness. Nor is it very ma- 
terial to a Bishop from what quarter he is attacked or 
threatened, who must always live amidst dangers and 
terrors, and derives his glory from these very terrors and 
dangers." 

St. Cyprian then proceeds to remind Cornelius that 
"the rules of ecclesiastical discipline are not to be de- 
parted from because we are attacked with menaces or 
reproaches ;'* and that " there can be but one Bishop at 
a time in a Church, and one judge at a time who sits there 
in Chiist's stead, whom, if all our brethren would obey 
as they ought to do, no one would be found bo hardy as 
to take a step against the whole college of Bishops ; . . 
no one would presume to set up for a judge, I say not of 
his Bishop, but even of God Himself, nor endeavour by a 
breach of unity to divide the Cnuvch of Christ" (ai 
Fortunatus had attempted to do). He then goes on to 
give an account of the proceedings of Fortunatus and 
his party ; and having proved their guilt in loo lightly 
receiving the lapsed, and setting up a schismatical 
Church, Cyprian then enters upon another and distinct 
ground of complaint against them, and shows that the 
very fact of their attempting to carry their cause to 
Rome, after it had been determined in tneir own pro- 
vince, was in itself criminal, so that it not only ought 
not to be encouraged, but not so much as permitted or 
listened to by Cornelius. 

His words are as follow — "After their schismatical 
proceedings, and when a false Bishop had been ordained 
for them by heretics, they dare to take ship and to carry 
letters from schismatics and profane persons to the See 
of Peter and the principal Church, from whom the unity 
of the priesthood arose, forgetting that it was the Romans 
whose faith was applauded in the preaching of tlie 
Apostle (Paul), to whom pcrfi ly could have no access. 
But wherefore do they come and tell you of their having 
ordained a pseudo Bishop in opposition to the true Bishop? 
For cither they are still pleased with their act, and per- 
severe in their crime ; or, if they reject it, and would 
retrace their steps, they know whither they should re- 
turn. For since it has been determined by us all, as, 
indeed, is just and fit, that the cause of every man should 
be heard where his offence was committed, and that a 
portion of the flock should be attached to each pastor, 
to be by him ruled and governed, each havinij to render 
an account of his acts to the Lord; it is fit that those over 
whom we rule should not wander about, nor make a 
breach in the coherent concord of Bishops by their own 
artifice and deceitful boldness ; but tlta^ they should 
plead their cause where they can have both accusers and 
the witnesses of their crime. Unless, indeed, to a few 
desperate and abandoned wretches, the authority of 
the Bishops constituted in Africa, who have already 
judged their cause, and with the weight of their sentence 
confirmed the condemnation of their consciences, bound 
with many crimes, seem inferior. Their cause is already 
determined ; their sentence is already pronounced ; nor 
is it fit that the judgment of Bishops should be subject to 
the reprehonsion of inconsistency and change." b 

"... For they have not the face to appear in 
these parts, nor dare they trust their cause where they 
are so well known, inasmuch as the offences they are 
charged with are of the most heinous nature. If they 
will abide by our judgment here, let them come hither 
and take the (fate of it; oi\if they would excuse them- 
selves and make any tolerable defence, we shut the 
Church doors against none who are willing' to enter, nor 
is the Bishop here difficult of access, but his forbearance, 
candour, and temper are known to all. . . . But if 
any imagine that they can procure their return into the 
Church by menaces rather than entreaties, and that 
they can force their way more successfully by roughness 
and obstinacy than by professions of sorrow, and endea- 
vouring to make satisfaction for sin ; they may depend 
upon it, that the whole Church of our Lord will stand 
up as one man against them, and that the invincible 

i> •' Vara cum slatutum sit ab omnibus nobis et aquum sit pariter 
acjustumut uniusci-jiisque causa ilhcaudiatur ubi est crimen admis- 
S'jin, et singulis pas'ori'ius portio greglt sit adscripla. tjuam regat uuus- 
qui'jue ft gitbeinet, rationem sin actus Domino reditituru\ op*>rt> t 
ul que eos qiuous prtctumus non circumemsare nee episcoporuru con- 
cordiam cohsrentem ;ua subdola et fall.ci temerirate collidere, ted 
acere lllic causam suam obi et accusatores habere et testes sui crimi- 
uisponint; nisi si paucls desprratis et perdiris minor videtur es-e 
auctoiitas Episcoporuru in Africa constituiorum, qui jam de lllls judi- 

caverunt et damnarunt. Jam causa eornm COKiiita 

est, jam de e'l dicta sententia est."— Ben. Ed. p. 206-7, Kpist So to 
rope Cornelias, 



camp of Christ, under His protection, will never suffer 
itself to be forced by threats or terrors. A Bishop firmly 
adhering to the Gospel of God, and observing the rules 
which Christ hast set to him, may, indeed, be killed, but 
he cannot be conquered. ... If they are, indeed, 
desirous of peace with the Church, let them lay down 
their arms; but if they go on to storm and bluster, they 
may be assured we are not a r raid of them ; for when 
Antichrist himself shill come, he shall not be suffered to 
enter the Church the sooner for hi; threats, nor will we 
yield to his power because he mav give out that he will 
murder such as resist him. Heretics, whilst they think 
to affright us with their terrors, do only put arms into 
our hands wherewith to oppose them, and are so far from 
demolishing us that they only sharpen the edge of our 
cjurage. . . . We beseech God that their hearts may 
be softened, and that they may rather desire the prayers 
of their Bishop than his blood ; but if they persevere in 
their rashness and folly, I trust there is no Bishop of 
God so mean and abject, nor so obnoxious to human 
frailties and infirmities, as not to set himself up with 
firmness and courage against those opposers of God, and 
he will find, 1 doubt not, his weakness supported and 
his courage animated by the strength of jthe Lord and by 
the power of His might. 

" Now, though I easily believe, 

dearest brother, that, agreeably to the rules of our mutual 
affection and good correspondence, without my asking it, 
you commonly read m v letters to your clergy, who assist 
you in your government, as well as to your most flourish- 
ing and pious people; nevertheless, I now both admonish 
and beseech you, that what otherwise you would do 
spontaneously in honour of me, you would now do at my 
special request, to that if any of the poison spread by 
those pestilent people should have gained access to our 
brethren with you, it may be expelled upon reading 
my letter ... I am persuaded that our brethren 
with you will not easily suck in the poison of heretics, or 
be misled by them ; yet, my ajlection fur i/o« all, and my 
concern for your interests, have induced me to add, 
moreover, my exhortations and persuasions that you 
would have no fellowship nor communion with men of 
their character ; that you would not e.it nor speak with 
them, but separate yourselves at as great distance from 
them as they have separated themselves from the 
Church. . . . There can be no fellowship between 
faith and infidcbAy. He who is not with Chrisr, but 
stands in direct opposition to the peace and unity of 
His Church, can never agree with us, nor mix with our 
company. Upon the whole, if they come to us in an 
humble way, with prayers and entreaties, and are willing 
to make satisfaction for their offence, then they may be 
heard ; hut if they pretend to insult and threaten, let 
them be rejected. My dearest brother, I heartily wish 
you welfare, and take my leave of you." 

The epistle from which the foregoing extracts are 
taken, and which yet give but a feeble and inadequate 
view of the whole composition, affords a striking evi- 
dence of the feelings of equality and independence which 
actuated Cyprian when corresponding with several suc- 
cessive Bishops of Rome, whom he always addresses as 
his colleagues,' never as his superiors. The terms in 
which lie addresses them, sometimes of praise, some- 
times of exhortation, sometimes of encouragement (one 
might almost say patronizing them), seem, indeed, to us 
almost more indicative of his consciousness of perfect 
equality, than even the stronger language of dissent and 
direct opposition with which he subsequently addressed 
and spoke of Pope Stephen. 

That Cypsian, indeed, felt strongly, not only his own 
independence and equality, but that of all Bishops, 
appears from almost numberless passages in his writings. 
We shall proceed to give a few of them. 

I. "Ever!/ Bishop hath eqial liberty of judging and de- 
termining upon any question which comes before him, and 
he can no more bo judged by another than he can judge 
another. Wherefore, we should all be persuaded to 
wait for the judgment of the Lord Jesus Christ, from 
whom alone all our powers to govern His Church are 
derived to us, and who alone hath authority to Call us to 
account for the use we make of them." 11 

II. At the second Synod of Carthage, when writing to 
Pope Stephen, after stilting the decrees they had made 
respecting the baptism of heretics who returned to the 
Church, Cyprian thus concludes (Epis. 72) : — 

"These our sentiments we have thought fit to hr 

c Tile learned ISishon Sa«e in his Vindication of the Cypriatjie age, 
rh. vi, see. 21, p. 25u, London, Ku], makes tlie following observations 
on tlie force of tlie word "colleagues." ''What is more notorious 
tliau tliat those, anil those only, could be colleagues who enjoyed the 
same powers and the satnc prerogatives ! Doth not A. Gellius tell us, 
from Me>salos's first tmok, De Ausp ciis, that thoUKh the Roman 
Consuls and Pranors and Censurs had the maxima auspicia, yet they 
were no: all indifferently colleagues, tor this very reason, that they had 
not the same po« er, making parity of pmeer thereby the very consti- 
tuent of co I ajues Indeed, the very original of the word imports so 
much; to;-, whether you resolve it into con and lego, or con and Ux, 
all comes to one purpose if you resolve it the first way, then col- 
leagues are those who have the same commission; if the second way, 
thn those are colleagues who are bound by the same laws; either 
wav\ it manifestly imports parity of power." 

d •• Qaando haueat omnis episcopu* pro licentia libertaUa et potei- 
tatis sure arbi llum proprium, unique judicart ab alio non pceslt 
qnam nee ipse potest alterum judicarc. Sed exspectemns nniverii 
judicium Domini nosiii Jcsu ChTi&li, qui unuset solus habetpotettaltm et 
prteponendi nos in L'ccLsia* sua? gubernatione et de actu nottro Jis at 
camli •- Ben. Ed. p. 098, Cypiian In Coac. Carthag. See the passage 
In full, supra, p. S9, col. 2. r— — » 



112 



THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[October 19, 1858. 



before you, dearest brother, agreeably to that mutual 
affection and respect which we owe to one another ; hop- 
ing and believing that thesa determinations, being so 
agreeable to the rules of our faith and religion, will be 
no less agreeable to a person so devoted as you are to 
both their interests. We are aware, however, that some 
are so addicted to the opinions they have once imbibed, 
that they will not easily change them ; and yet, though 
they are for abiding by the usages to which they have 
been peculiarly accustomed, they keep up still their good 
agreement and correspondence with their colleagues. 
And on this point we are perfectly of their opinion, to 
obtrude nothing upon any one, nor to prescribe any 
law, since every Bishop, in the government of the Church 
committed to him, hath the free exercise of his own will, 
and is accountable to God only for his acts. We heartily 
wish your welfare, dearest brother, and so take leave of 
you." e 

III. So, writing to Pope Cornelius (Epist. liv., Ben. 
Ed.), he says, after describing his method of treating 
the lapsed . — 

" We hope the measures we have taken, so con- 
formable to the mercies of God, will be agreeable to you 
likewise. But if any of our colleagues should be of 
opinion that the peace of the Church is not to be granted 
to our brothers or sisters, in a time of such pressing 
danger, let him know that he must give an account to God 
in the day of judgment for his unseasonable severity and 
rigour.' We have thus unburtbeued our consciences to 
you, agreeably to the rules of our holy religion, the 
laws of charity, and the concern we have for the wel- 
fare of our brethren, and we heartily 

wish your welfare, dearest brother, and so take our 
leave of you." 

IV. We may see, from Cyprian's letters to other 
Bishops, that he recognises in them the same indepen- 
dence which he claims for himself. 

Thus, in writing to Jubaianus, one of his African 
colleagues (Epistle 73), he says — " These things, my 
dear brother, I have briefly written to you, by no means 
intending to prescribe to any one, or so to prejudge the 
cause as to hinder any Bishop from acting according 
to his own opinion, as having free power to follow his own 
judgment.' For my own part, I shall never think it fit 
to contend with my colleagues and brother Bishops, as 
being always resolved to preserve an entire harmony 
with my brethren, which, I am sure, is most agreeable 
to the will of our Lord; especially since the Apostle 
hath told us — ' If any man seem to be contentious we 
have no such custom, ncitherthe Churches of God.' — 1 Cor. 
xi. 1G. I am, therefore, for myself determined to preserve 
with all patieuce and constancy the rules of charity, the 
honour of our episcopal college, the bonds of faith, and the 
unity of our priesthood ; for which reason I have written 
a tract upon the advantages of patience, and this I have 
sent to you, as the rules of our mutual affection do in 
such cases direct us." 

So again, in Epistle 7ti, to Magnus, Cyprian thus con- 
cludes — "Thus, my dearest son, I have answered your 
letters, and according to my poor abilities have shown 
you my opinion, yet, not as prescribing to any one, so 
that any Bishop should be hindered from determining 
what he should think right upon this point, knowing that 
he must render an account of his acts to the Lord, ac- 
cording to what the blessed Apostle St. Paul bath 
written in his epistle to the Roman?, saying — 'Every 
one of us shall give an account for himself'; let us not, 
therefore, judge one another.' "" 

So again, in Epistle 52, to Antonianus, a Numidian 
Bishop, he writes thus, s. 12 : — ^ 

" In the days of our predecessors, some Bishops, indeed, 
within our province have been of opinion, that persons 
guilty of uncleauness should not be admitted to the 
peace of the Church, and absolutely denied to adulterers 
all place for repentance ; and yet they did not separate 
themselves from the College of Bishops, nor break the 
unity of the Catholic Church, by their obstinacy and 
rigour; nor did he, who refused communion to adulterers, 
cut himself off from the Church, because others did 
not refuso it to them. Each Bishop maintaining the 
bonds of unity, without a breach in them, hath, indeed, 

° " Ha-c ad couacicntiam tuam, trat< rearissime, et pro honore com- 
tnuni et pro simplici dileerione pertulimus, credences etiam tibi pro 
religionis lu« et tidei venture placerc qua* et religiosa punter et vera 
tuut. Ceterum acinous qu>su.un quod semel imbiberint nolle depnn'.'le 
lrec propositum suum facile inulitrc, sed salvo Inter coilegas pacis et 
Concordia: vinculo qu;edam propria qua* apud se seme] sint usurpata 
retinere Qua in re me nos viui cuiquuin factmus aut lejrem damns, 
quando tiobeat in ecclesise idminUtratione c<t'un!at ! s sum arbitrium ti- 
oerum unuvjuis<iue i-rtrpoaiivt rationtin itctussuiDominoredditurus." 
— Ben. Ed., p. 310, Epis. 72 to Pope Stephen, written in Council. 

r " Quod credlinus vobis quoque patcrr.tt miserieordise coutempla- 
ttone placiturum. Quod si de c dl^gis al quia extiterit qui ur^eute 
certamino pacem fratribus el sororious non putai dandatn. reddct il'e 
ralionem in die judicii Dinino vel im;>orMn-e censuia* vel inhumatite 
dnrliias suae '•— lien . p. 192, Epist. 54. to Pope Cornelius. 

* " Ha;c tibi breviter pro nostra m--dh;critate rescripsimns, frater 
earlssimr, nemini priesc: tbentes nut prayildicatU'is quo minus unus- 
quisque episcoporum quod putat faciat. habens arbdrii sui liberam po- 
lafaCeoi."— Uen., p. 8'-".l, Epist. 7J to Jubaianus. 

h Kescripsi, rili canssime, id litteras tuts quantum parva nostra 
mediocritaa valuit, et ostendi quid noa quantum in nobis est sentia- 
Tnua, nemini preset ibentes quo minus statuat quod putat unusquisque 
propositus actus sui rationem Domino redd,turus, secundum quod 
boatus apostolus Paulus in epistoia sua ad Knmanoa scribit et dicit, 
nuusqnisque nostrum pro se rationem dabit. Noil ergo nos invicem 
jBdlcemns.'*— ben., p. S74, Epist. 7(i to Magnus. 



a right to regulate his own administration as one who 
is accountable to the Lord far such his conduct." 1 

The same doctrine we find also recognized by the 
Roman clergy when writing to Cyprian himself. (Epistle 
xxxi.) : — 

" Although a good conscience is usually content with 
the judgment which God passeth on it, and neither 
feareth the censure nor courteth the applause of any 
one beside him ; yet they are certainly entitled to a 
double portion of honour who, knowing that they have no 
judge of their consciences but God only, yet are desirous 
that their ministry should have the approbation of their 
brethren.' It is no wonder, therefore, brother Cyprian, 
that a man of your modesty and diligence in your 
trust should pursue this course, and be fond of having 
us appear, not as judges of your ministry, but as associ- 
ates with you in your measures ; partakers with you in 
the just applauses of your conduct, and equally with 
you entitled to the honour of your counsels, as the 
vouchers of them.'' 

We may easily collect from the tone of this last epistle 
what a complete perversion it would be of the Roman 
clergy's meaning in the letter referred to in page 105, 
supra (column 1, par. ix.), to suppose that they were 
therein assuming any superiority or jurisdiction over the 
Bishop of Carthage, whom they actually refer to as 
" the blessed Pope Cyprian'' in that very epistle. The 
whole letter is written in that spirit of brotherly love and 
correspondence between one Church and another which 
should ever subsist, especially in times of peril and per- 
secution ; and the epistle was, in fact, written by the 
clergy of Rome to the clergy of Carthage, ad. 250, 
when the former had recently lost their own Bishop, 
Fabian, by martyrdom, and Cyprian had been obliged to 
retire for a time from Carthage during the heat of the 
Decian persecution. It is just such a letter of exhortation 
as the Bishop of Rome (if there had then been one) 
might and ought to have written to the clergy of Car- 
thage during the absence of their Bishop, and we only 
regret we have not space to transcribe the epistle at 
length. Let the following extracts, however, speak for 
themselves :— Epis. 2, Ben. Ed. 8, Oxf. Ed. 

" We have been informed that the blessed Pope 
Cyprian hath retired for a certain reason, wherein you 
seem to think he hath acted well and rightly, as being 
a distinguished person, and standing as such the more 
exposed in the day of trial, which was evidently then 
approaching. Such trials in this life are permitted by 
God, as proofs of our Christian constancy and courage, 
in our conflicts with the great enemy, and as fit spec- 
tacles botli to men and angels ; and as it is incumbent 
on 4*, who seem to be placed over the flock in the place 
of a pastor (that is, during the present waflt of a Bishop), k 
to take care that we shall not be found negligent, so 
that we should receive the same reproof which our pre- 
decessors received on a like occasion, viz., that we did 
not seek that which was lost, &c. (Ezckiel xxxiv. 31). 
Our Lord Himself hath also taught us, saying, ' I am 
the good Shepherd, who lay down my life for the sheep ; 
but he that is an hireling, whose own the sheep are not, 
sr eth the wolf coining and flieth, and the wolf scattereth 
the sheep.' And, again, He says to Simon, ' Lovest thou 
me ?' Ue answered, ' I do love thee.' Jesus saitlt unto 
him, ' Feed my sheep ! ' "We should not wish, dear 
brethren, that you should be found hirelings, but good 
shepherds ; and you cannot but know what danger you 
incur if you neglect to give your people due admonitions 
and exhortations to stand firm in the principles of their 
most holy faith. Nor do we thus take upon us to exhort 
you in word only, but you may easily inform yourselves 
that our practice hath been the same ourselves. . . . 
We leave not our brethren to themselves in these perilous 
times, but exhort them continually to stand fast in the 
faith of the Gospel. By such exhortations, and the ex- 
ample of our firm adherence to our professions, we have 

recovered some to the Church You see, 

then, that there is the like reason for your doing the 
same ; . . . . and we pray God to grant that we 
may be found by Him occupied in these works. Our 
brethren who are imprisoned salute you ; so do our 
presbyters, and the whole Church of God amongst us, 



' *■ Manente concordlas vinculo et perseverante Cathollcas eccleaice 
individuo sa< rameuto, actum suum dispouit et dirigit unusquisque 
epi copus rati' nem propositi sui Domino rertditurus."— Ben., Ed. p. 
177, Epia 52 to Antonianus, a Numidian ftishop, p. 1C2 n. 

J "Qaamqunin bene sibi ronaclus animus et evanftelicsa disciplinm 
vhroie subnixus et verus slbirn decre'Js cselestibus testis tff^ctussoleat 
solo Deo judice esse contentus, nee alterius ant laudes petere aut ac. 
cusationes pertimi-scerc; tamen jceminatasant laud* conditni qui cum 
conscicntiam sciant Deo soli debere te indict, actus tamen suos deslde- 
rant eiiain ab ipsis talis fralrioua cumprobari. '—1*60. Ed., p. Ie5, Epia. 
31, Roman Clergy to Cyprian. 

k Tbe note of Baluze on this passage in the Benedictine edit., p. 28, 
removes any possible ambiguity in this sentence ;— ** NImirum quia 
post mortem epis.opi iiomani enra iilius ecclesla? incumbebat clero 
urbico. Ne quis isla cum Baronio, Binin, Papebrochio transferat ad 
prterogativam iiiiua eccle-ice, ad quam sede vacante pertineat aoliici- 
tuiio oraninm ecclesiarum, adooque . clericia Romania, quod Petri 
ecelesite essent adminislri, universalis pregis cura maud ita. Nam, 
etiam nostris tetnporibus, quamvis constat >edis apostolica? auctorita- 
tem et pntestatem valde explicatam et amplidcatam fuisse, Cardinalcs, 
tamen, qui suci'esserunt clericia urbieis, penes quos est regimen 
ecelcslae Romans; vacante sede, curam et sollicitudinem suant nulla- 
lenus extendm.t ad alias eccltsias, ut etiam testatur Gulielmus de 
Mo'itebiuduno, it--m Alvarua felagius, 4c, Ac."— Ben. Ed. p. 28, D. g. 
Tins it will be observed gives the proof of what we asserted in our 
last, p. 100. s. ix., that it is not the fact, that durinn the vacancy of the 
Roman See the clergy.be they priests or Cardinals, have ever bad 
jurisdiction over other Churches. 



which continues instant in watching and in prayer, fot 
all those who call upon the name of the Lord. We, for 
our parts, desire in return your remembrance of us. We 
entreat you, who have a zeal for God, that you wouldf 
transmit copies of this letter to as many as you can, that 
so your brethren may be encouraged to abide by their 
holy profession with all constancy and courage. May 
all prosperity attend you. Farewell." 

We think we have now made some way in the estab- 
lishment of several of the propositions asserted in our 
summary, and, perhaps, gone as far as the patienee of 
our readers will bear in a single number. We purpose, 
therefore, to pause for the present, and proceed with ou* 
proofs in another number. 



WHO WISHES TO KEEP HP RELIGIOUS 
PERSECUTION ? 
A few years ago all Protestant Europe rung with indig- 
nation at the persecution of the Madiaiin Italy for reading 
the Bible. s 

The Tablet was very indignant at this, and asked what 
Protestant would object to the laws in Sweden against 
Protestants who turn Roman Catholics. 

There was no persecution then in Sweden, and English 
Protestants thought they had no right to apply to a foreign 
government about its own laws, unless some act of injus- 
tice or persecution was committed under those laws; just 
as English Protestants did not interfere with the laws of 
Florence until the Madiai were persecuted under those 
laws. 

A case has since arisen in which six Protestant women 
in Sweden have been sentenced to banishment for becoming 
Roman Catholics. 

On this a large body of influential English and Irish 
Protestants — peers, bishops, clergy, laity — have addressed 
the Swedish ambassador in London, asking him to convey 
their remonstrance against such persecution to the king 
of Sweden, which the ambassador has promised to do. 

We take the documents from the Tablet of Sept. 4. 

" RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN SWEDEN. 

" The following address has been recently presented to his 
Excellency the Swedish ambassador at the Court of St. James's, 
at his residence in Grosvenor-place : — 

" ' TO HIS EXCELLENCY COUNT PLATEN, SWEDISH AMBASSADOB, 
LONDON. 

" ' We, the undersigned Protestants of Great Britain, in- 
terested in the Continent of Europe, desire to express to yottr 
Excellency our earnest desire for the religious welfare of the 
King and royal family of Sweden, and of our Protestant breth- 
ren of the Swedish nation. 

" ' We know well the conflict you had to sustain in former 
days with the power of the court of Rome. We can under- 
stand the hereditary feeling of horror with which Sweden re- 
gards the Hierarchy from which, by God's mercy, she suc- 
ceeded in the sixteenth century in liberating herself. We can 
sympathize with the countrymen of the noble Gustavus 
Adolphus in all their recollections connected with the battle 
of Lutzen. 

u ' But your Excellency will pardon us if we express our 
deep regret at the severe measures lately adopted towards six 
females converted from Protestantism to Romanism. Itappears 
from the formal documents that, after a long impending ju- 
dicial prosecution, six women, of whom five are married, bom 
iu Sweden, and brought up in the Evangelical Lutheran faith, 
were condemned, on the 19th of May, 1858, by the Royal 
Court of Stockholm, presided over by Count Eric Spaue, to be 
exiled from the kingdom, and to be deprived in future of every 
inheritance therein, and of all civil rights, in consequence of 
having embraced the Roman Catholic religion. 

" ' We need not impress upon your Excellency that Protes- 
tantism will never succeed by treading in tlie footsteps of 
Popery. One chief secret of our moral power lies in thoroughly 
carrying out our own principles, one of the most prominent of 
which is the right and liberty of private judgment. It is in- 
cumbent on Protestants to concede, even to their strongest op- 
ponents, the same freedom of conscience which they demand 
for themselves. 

" ' Nor can we disguise from ourselves that depriving Roman. 
Catholics of their liberty in Protestant countries tends to 
strengthen the restriction of Protestant rights in Roman Ca- 
tholic countries. At the present moment, perhaps, if there is 
any Christian object to be desired in Europe it is that the 
trammels of religious freedom should be removed from Pro- 
testants in France. How ready and unfortunate an answer 
to tbe demands of French Protestants on their own govern- 
ment does the persecution of Roman Catholics in Sweden 
•afford? 

" ' We trust your Excellency will pardon us the expression 
of these opinions. We have abstained from getting up a 
widely signed memorial addressed to the King of Sweden, be- 
cause we thought it was better and more respectful for a few 
representatives of Protestant societies to address themselves 
to your Excellency. 

" ' We hope that we shall have your Excellency's sympathy 
in otur object, and that you will kindly represent to your go- 
vernment the interest we take in it. We are sure that no- 
thing will more tend, under God, to bind the hearts of English- 
men and Swedes together than our possessing and practising 
in common the great principles of civil and religious liberty.* 

"Along array of signatures is appended to the above 
address. 

" The following is Count Platen's reply : — 

" ' I have with great pleasure received, in the way in which, 
you have done it, the address presented to me, not only be- 
cause I consider that the further steps to be taken with respect 
to it will be much simplified, but also because I believe that 
it will be more conducive towards the object desired. 

'"AH nations enjoying the blessings of constitutional go- 



